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I am surprised that General Cochrane should have em-
barked in the scheme. But he has been wayward and er-
ratic. A Democrat, a Barnburner, a conservative, an
Abolitionist, an Anti-abolitionist, a Democratic Republican,
and now a radical Republican. He has some, but not em-
inent, ability; can never make a mark as a statesman. It
will not surprise me if he should change his position before
the close of the political campaign, and support the nom-
inees of the Baltimore Convention. There is not a coincid-
ence of views and policy between him and Fremont, and
the convention which has nominated them is a hetero-
geneous mixture of weak and wicked men. They would
jeopard and hazard the Republican and Union cause, and
many of them would defeat it and give success to the Cop-
perheads to gratify their causeless spite against the Pre-
sident. He is blamed for not being more energetic and be-
cause he is despotic in the same breath. He is censured for
being too mild and gentle towards the Rebels and for being
tyrannical and intolerant. There is no doubt he has a dif-
ficult part to perform in order to satisfy all and do right.

This war is extraordinary in all its aspects and phases,
and no man was prepared to meet them. It is much easier
for the censorious and factious to complain than to do
right. I have often thought that greater severity might
well be exercised, and yet it would tend to barbarism.

No traitor has been hung. I doubt if there will be, but
an example should be made of some of the leaders, for pre-
sent and for future good. They may, if taken, be impris-
oned or driven into exile, but neither would be lasting.
Parties would form for their relief, and ultimately succeed
in restoring the worst of them to their homes and the
privileges they originally enjoyed. Death is the proper
penalty and atonement, and will be enduringly beneficent
in its influence.

There was, moreover, an aristocratic purpose in this
Rebellion. An aristocracy of blood and wealth was to have
been established. Consequently a contrary effect would